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Editorial

AIA Winter Editorial 2026

Dear Colleagues,

As the new year begins and we gradually resume our lecturing activities, this editorial
offers an opportunity to take stock of the Association’s ongoing work and reflect on the
broader academic context in which we all operate. The beginning of a new year invites
reflection and reinforces our sense of responsibility, and this seems particularly true given
the present circumstances. The ongoing crisis does not concern the university sector alone,
nor can it be reduced to issues of funding, governance, or institutional reform. Rather, it
directly involves us as academics, as educators, and as producers of knowledge working in
a wider social and cultural climate, currently shaped by instability that increasingly
strains our democratic values.

This is not a time to close ranks but to be vigilant and reaffirm transparency and critical
debate. Armed conflicts, authoritarian drifts, and the steady shrinking of democratic
spaces have tangible repercussions on academic life. They affect our freedom of
expression, our research autonomy, and the public credibility of knowledge itself. At a
time when complexity is often mistaken for simplistic opposition and dissent is repeatedly
delegitimised, the responsibility of scholars in English Studies extends well beyond
investigation and anmalysis. Our scholarly engagement with the English language,
literatures, and cultures allows us to rise above and actively uphold respect for difference
and diversity, and to intervene whenever these values are marginalised or threatened
within public and academic discourse.

Despite this challenging backdrop, the Italian Association for the Study of English
continues to stand as a collective space of responsibility and dialogue: all of us are aware
that scholarship cannot be detached from civic awareness. Vigilance and -critical
engagement are not optional gestures: they are an integral part of our intellectual
mandate. Only a strong, visible scholarly community can ensure that critical thought
continues to circulate and make itself heard.

Moving now from these broader reflections to the work of the Association itself, I would
like to remind you that membership renewals are open and new members are welcome to
join. Participation is ever more essential to preserve a shared space of scholarly exchange
and collective responsibility.

With this shared commitment in mind, the AIA Board has recently approved a set of
guidelines to frame and coordinate the Association’s public initiatives and advanced
training activities. These measures are designed to ensure coherence, transparency, and
consistently high academic standards across all AIA-sponsored programmes. The
directives, which will soon be published on the AIA website, define the general objectives
and organisational principles of AIA Winter and Summer Schools, conceived as a core
component of the Association’s training mission. My sincere gratitude goes to all the
members of the AIA Board for the considerable work that went into developing these
guidelines. Special thanks go to Manuela D’Amore and Bruna Mancini, whose dedication
and expertise made a decisive contribution to the whole process.
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The Schools are designed to enrich specialised education from the first year of doctoral
studies onwards and to foster structured methodological reflection across the three main
areas of English Studies: Linguistics and Translation, Literature, and Cultural Studies.
Particular emphasis is placed upon the integration of theoretical perspectives with hands-
on workshop activities, as well as on direct interaction with Italian and international
scholars. A further aim is to strengthen dialogue and scholarly exchange between senior
and junior researchers within the AIA community.

I am therefore pleased to announce that the next AIA Winter School, Narratives of Crisis
Past and Present: Exploring Memory, Nostalgia and Transformations across Discourses, will
take place at the University of Trieste from 18 to 20 February 2026. This intensive three-
day programme will bring together leading voices in English Studies, with keynote
lectures by Esterino Adami (University of Torino), Chiara Battisti (University of Verona),
and Robert Young (New York University). Additional invited experts, including Gino
Scatasta (University of Bologna), Emma Sdegno (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice), and
Nicoletta Vasta (University of Udine), will address key issues in Linguistics and
Translation, Literature, and Cultural Studies, and will also lead interactive laboratory
sessions designed to enhance participants’ research skills.

Participants are required to complete the online registration form between 7 January and
10 February 2026. As with previous editions, AIA will offer two €300 grants to eligible
participants, in order to encourage broad and inclusive participation in this specialised
training opportunity.

The AIA Board would also like to extend sincere thanks to the colleagues at the University
of Trieste for their generous hospitality and excellent organisational work. Roberta Gefter
and Piergiorgio Trevisan are particularly deserving of thanks; their dedication has been
instrumental in making this event possible.

As part of an initiative introduced by the current Board to strengthen early scholarly
engagement, I am pleased to announce that the calls for proposals for the three 2027 issues
of Textus will be shared with you shortly. Please consider contributing to a journal that
continues to serve as a rigorous and plural space for critical debate within English Studies.
Finally, I wish to update colleagues on recent institutional developments concerning
national higher education policy and academic governance. The 2026 Budget Law
introduces new fixed-term contracts for early-career researchers: half of the funding is
allocated by the Ministry and the other half by individual universities. While this does
represent a significant investment, the actual activation of positions will depend on each
institution’s available staffing points, with potential consequences in terms of uneven
capacity across universities.

The new legislative framework regarding recruitment procedures has now been finalised.
Amendments have been discussed, including proposals put forward by the National
University Council (CUN), and the current text provides for the gradual phasing out of the
National Scientific Qualification (ASN), to be replaced by a system based on self-
declaration and broadly defined eligibility requirements. Within Area 10, selection
committees will in most cases be composed of three members rather than five, due to the
limited number of full professors available for the random draw in several disciplinary
sectors. For this reason, it is crucial that as many eligible colleagues as possible enter the
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pool, to ensure adequate representation. The random selection procedure will most
probably be administered at ministerial level. The member designated by the host
institution will not be required to be part of the national pool. The law also allows for
differentiated parameters across scientific-disciplinary groups. The CUN has expressed its
willingness to receive proposals from scholarly communities and will convene in the
coming months to examine them. This marks a strategic moment for disciplinary
associations to contribute actively to the definition of evaluation criteria. Particular
attention should also be paid to the new ANVUR regulations as they introduce substantial
changes and deserve careful examination.

Following up on these institutional updates, I am pleased to inform our members that on
11 February 2026, at 6.00 p.m. (CET), an online meeting will be held to provide further
information regarding recent and forthcoming developments within the CUN. Our
colleague Iolanda Plescia will offer an up-to-date overview and share additional insights
into the ongoing discussions. The access link for the meeting will be circulated by email in
due course. I warmly thank Professor Plescia for her continued commitment to keeping
the Association informed on these crucial matters.

In light of the sobering updates outlined throughout this newsletter, I wish all our
members and their loved ones a truly magnificent 2026. May the new year bring health,
intellectual energy, and renewed commitment to lecturing, research, and dialogue, even in
these difficult times.

As a closing gesture, and as a reminder of the ethical responsibility that words carry in
times of war, the following extract from the unfinished Preface (1920) found among the
papers of Wilfred Owen is offered:

Above all, this book is not concerned with Poetry.
The subject of it is War, and the pity of War.
The Poetry is in the pity.
Yet these elegies are not to this generation,
This is in no sense consolatory.
They may be to the next.
All the poet can do to-day is to warn.

May this warning continue to guide lecturing, research, and public engagement, affirming
the value of life, difference, and peace against all forms of destruction.

Warm regards,
Giuseppe Balirano
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Editor in chief:
Giuseppe Balirano

Editors:

Paola Catenaccio, Manuela D’ Amore,
Massimiliano Demata, C. Bruna Mancini,
Marilena Parlati, Irene Ranzato

Textus issue 1/2025

The Breeding Grounds of Conflict. Discourses of War,
Discrimination, Protest, and Disinformation

edited by Bronwen Hughes, Margaret Rasulo, and Ruth Wodak
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call for proposals
Textus issues 2027

The Editorial Board of 7extus invites proposals for the three issues of
the journal to be published in 2027. Textus has traditionally
approached topical areas of research separately in its three yearly issues.
In the first two issues to be published in 2027, the focus will remain on
language (issue 1/2027) and literature (issue 2/2027). The third issue
(3/2027) will respond to the pressing need, expressed by an increasing
number of scholars, to engage with inter- and multi-disciplinary
approaches; it will therefore present a common theme embracing two or
more research areas within the field of English studies.

Proposals (500 words including references) will need to indicate:

I. Two co-editors working at different Italian universities (for issue
3/2027, the two co-editors must belong to different research areas);

2. A non-Italian guest editor from a foreign university;

3. A native speaker copyeditor.

Proposals for all three issues should be sent by 15 February 2026 to:
alasegreteria@unito.it
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AIA Winter School

Narratives of Crisis Past and Present:
Exploring Memory, Nostalgia and Transformations across Discourses

18-20 February 2026

The upcoming AIA Winter School will take place at the University of Trieste from 18
February to 20 February 2026. This intensive three-day programme brings together leading
voices in English Studies, with keynote talks from Esterino Adami (University of Torino),
Chiara Battisti (University of Verona) and Robert Young (New York University).

Invited experts, including Gino Scatasta (University of Bologna), Emma Sdegno (Ca’ Foscari
University of Venice) and Nicoletta Vasta (University of Udine), will present on key topics in
Linguistics and Translation, Literature, and Cultural Studies. These speakers will also lead
interactive laboratory sessions designed to enhance participants’ practical skills.

The registration fee of €180 covers coffee breaks and lunches throughout the event, ensuring a
comfortable and engaging experience for all participants. Payment must be made via PagoPA
through the following link: https://units.pagoatenei.cineca.it/frontoffice/home between 2
January and 5 February 2026 (reason for payment: Your name — AIA Winter School 2026 —
Universita di Trieste).

In addition, between 7 January and 10 February 2026, please complete the related
registration form at: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
1xbIviMIVHXz7 2TGWX6NZnJkwoEIB20yZal.QZAHwscnA/edit?ts=693fec81&pli=1
Regarding accommodation, both recommended hotels are located in the city centre and are
within walking distance of the School venue: Capitelli Hotel (https://www.hotelcapitelli.it — tel.
040 064 4221 — approximately 25 rooms): €50-70 per night, depending on room type (double,
triple or small apartments suitable for sharing); Urban Hotel (www.urbanhotel.it — tel. +39
040 302065): €105 per night.

Our hosts, Roberta Gefter (roberta.gefter@units.it) and Piergiorgio Trevisan
(ptrevisan@units.it), will be happy to suggest other accommodation options. Please feel free to
contact them for further information.

Finally, we are pleased to announce that, as in previous years, AIA will offer two €300 grants
to eligible participants, encouraging broad participation in this valuable academic gathering.
Join us in Trieste for an opportunity to deepen your expertise, network with peers, and gain
insights from scholars in English Studies!
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Calls for papers: conferences, journals
Conferences, journals

Title: 18th ESSE Conference. Call for Seminar Papers: Seminar 21, ‘“The Poetics and Ethics of
Sexual Dissidence in Anglophone Postcolonial Literatures”

Dates: August 31-September 4, 2026

Place: Santiago de Compostela, Spain

Convenors: Cédric Courtois, Angelo Monaco

Deadline for abstract submission of seminar papers: January 31, 2026. Send to:
cedric.courtois@univ-lille.fr, angelo.monaco@uniba.it. Further information at:
www.esse2026.com

We invite submissions for a panel that will examine the intersections of sexuality, identity, resistance
and dissent in Anglophone postcolonial non-fiction, fiction, drama, and poetry. We wish to explore the
avenues offered by literary texts to challenge and/or disrupt heteronormative and “universal” norms of
gender and sexuality, by pondering over what Jonathan Dollimore calls “sexual dissidence” (1991),
linked to a form of transgressivity. In so doing, these texts can be considered as “political”, if we follow
Jacques Ranciere, for whom “dissensus” is at the heart of “politics” (2010).

To what extent do these literary texts shed light on other modes of being that interrogate the legacies of
colonialism? By adopting a decolonial perspective, which lays bare the “colonial wound”, could
Anglophone literatures delve into ways of reaching “decolonial healings” (Mignolo and Vazquez 2013)?
As David L. Eng puts it, sexual dissidence and other forms of intimacy can work as “sites of critical
response” (2010) for addressing the challenges of race in the so-called “colorblind” age of global
capitalism. By staging vulnerable, “precarious” (Butler 2004) and “ungrievable” (Butler 2009) lives,
embodied and “willful” (Ahmed 2014) lives even, at the intersection of race, gender and sexuality, these
texts can be said to resist censorship, the law, and more generally “queer” invisibilisation. In this light,
the focus on sexual dissidence could lead to what Emmanuel Renault calls “recognition” (2001),
especially for LGBTQIA2S+ people who tend to be stigmatized; the lack of “recognition” can be
“experience[d] [...] as real moral wounds[,] [t]he experience of [which] is painful and radical enough to
lead to a revolt” (Renault 2001). Building on these insights, this panel will strive to elucidate how
Anglophone postcolonial literatures help cultivate an ethics and a poetics of sexual dissidence, serving
as an archive of (cultural) resistance.

Title: “Modern Joys. The Affective Imagery of Anglophone Modernity and Its Languages of
JOy”

Dates: June 11-12, 2026

Place: Sapienza University of Rome

Organisers: Michele Brugnetti, Wiktoria Goluch, Oliwia Lasocka, Martina Lombardo, Giulia
Travaglini

Deadline for abstract submission: January 31, 2026. Send to:
modernjoyssellt.sapienza@uniromal .it.

The students of the 39th cycle of the PhD Programme in English Literatures, Language and Translation
at Sapienza University of Rome, in joint partnership with the University of Silesia in Katowice, are
pleased to present the call for papers for the graduate conference “Modern Joys: The Affective Imagery
of Anglophone Modernity and Its Languages of Joy”, scheduled to take place at Sapienza University
on 11th and 12th June 2026.

The Oxford English Dictionary describes joy as “[a] vivid emotion of pleasure arising from a sense of
well-being or satisfaction”. Viewed from this perspective, joy is a short-lived emotion that
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Conferences, journals

momentarily unsettles one’s emotional steadiness, shifting the feeler’s outlook or sense of perception. In
other words, joy can be understood as one of the multiple forces shaping the fractures through which
modernity is experienced. Our investigation aims to illuminate responses to modernity which frame it as
a structure within which joy becomes thinkable, perceptible and bodily experienceable.

From the fin de siecle’s anxious aestheticism and spiritual fragmentation to the formal ruptures of high
modernism and the political disillusionments of the postwar era, to the crises of our current times, the
cultural narrative of modernity is often one of disenchantment. This conference asks what it might mean
to read modernity otherwise. We propose to explore the flashes of joy, wonder, and enchantment that
modernity makes possible, often precisely through its ruptures, contradictions, and aesthetic forms.
From cognitive linguistics and studies of multilingualism, which have provided new insights into the
lexicon of positive emotion; to stylistics and translation studies; to cultural and literary studies that
highlight joy as a means of (political) resistance and reclamation; and to food studies, which remind us
that joy is also grounded in sensory life—all these approaches suggest that, even though modernity can
be seen as a dramatic era that inevitably generates disruptive, negative feelings, to feel, to express, and
to perform joy remains not only possible, but necessary as a way of experiencing modernity. In the
wake of these perspectives, the present call for papers stands as an invitation to consider the role of joy
in facing the challenges of modernity, especially in the Anglophone context of linguistic and literary
representation.

We ask: in what ways does joy correlate with the painful disenchantment of modern times? How can
scenarios of death and alienation generate vitalistic responses? What purposes does joy serve in creative
representations of modernity? Does joy present distinctive linguistic features in modern texts? The
conference aims to consider these issues in the context of an international dialogue among PhD students
whose contributions can address but are not limited to the following topics: Stylistic features of joy in
modern texts; Modern metaphors of joy and their cognitive dimension; The joy of multilingualism in
modern narratives; The translation of joy and the joy of translation across modern languages; The role
of positive emotions in second language teaching and learning; Joy as a form of (political) resistance;
Aesthetic forms as a vehicle for enchantment or affective repair; The joy of encountering the (not
necessarily human) Other; The embodied roots of joy; Joy across genders; Joy and vitalistic afflatus in
people of color’s literary endeavors; The complex nature of modern joy and its entanglement with
modern sorrow.

Title: “23rd International Conference on English Historical Linguistics ICEHL-23)”

Dates: June 15-18, 2026

Place: University of Milan

Organisers: Giovanni lamartino, Angela Andreani, Laura Pinnavaia, Massimo Sturiale

Deadline for abstract submission: January 31, 2026. Send to: icehl.23@unimi.it. Further
information at: https://slin.unimi.it/icehl-23/

The 23rd International Conference on English Historical Linguistics (ICEHL-23) is now inviting
proposals for individual papers and posters. Abstracts should not exceed 300 words (excluding
references) and should clearly outline the research question, methodology, and main findings. Abstract
proposals should be uploaded using the link provided below. Please note that you will be asked to
supply up to 5 keywords and to follow the Chicago Author-Date citation style if your abstract includes
references (details and examples are provided in the form). The form will also ask whether you would
like your abstract to be considered for one of the proposed panels. Prospective contributors to panels
should therefore submit their abstracts individually through the general submission system.

Confirmed plenary speakers: John Considine (University of Alberta); Marina Dossena (University of
Bergamo); Simon Horobin (University of Oxford); Carol Percy (University of Toronto). The conference
will also feature a number of themed sessions and open panels on all aspects of English historical
linguistics.
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Title: “Tastes of Language. Past and Present Italian Culinary Discourse in Anglophone Contexts”
Dates: September 17-18, 2026

Place: Sapienza University of Rome

Organiser: Fabio Ciambella

Deadline for abstract submission: April 30, 2026. Send to: fabio.ciambella@uniromal .it.

This conference seeks to explore the dynamic and complex ways in which Italian culinary discourse
was and is constructed, translated, and consumed within Anglophone contexts. The journey of Italian
food language, from recipe titles, ingredient names, and menu descriptions to broader gastronomic
narratives, presents a rich area for interdisciplinary study, as it crosses linguistic and cultural borders.
We are interested in examining the linguistic, semiotic, and cultural transformations that occur when the
microlanguage of Italian food enters English-speaking spheres, both in the past and now. This includes,
among others, the processes of domestication and foreignisation of Italian culinary terms, the role of
media (from early cookbooks to blogs, television and social media) in shaping perceptions, and the
construction of authenticity and identity through food language. This conference aims to bring together
scholars from various fields — from translation studies to sociolinguistics, historical linguistics and
discourse analysis, from food and cultural studies to culinary anthropology — to investigate how the
tastes of language were and are perceived, interpreted, and ultimately, eaten by an Anglophone
audience. Possible contributions may address: Translation and adaptation of Italian recipe texts and
cookbooks into English; Authenticity and identity: The role of language in constructing or challenging
notions of ‘authentic’ Italian food for an Anglophone audience; Lexical borrowing and code-switching/-
mixing/translanguaging: The use and function of Italian culinary loanwords in Anglophone food
writing, both from historical and contemporary perspectives; The role of ELF in spreading Italian
culinary language in global Englishes; Neologisms and hybridity: The creation of new, hybrid culinary
terms and food concepts in English based on Italian originals (e.g., Italo-American, Indo-Italian,
Aussie-Italian dishes, etc.); Menu semantics and discourse: Analysis of how menus in English-speaking
countries represent or market Italian cuisine; The language of food critique: Analysis of reviews and
critiques of Italian restaurants in Anglophone print and digital media; Media and culinary
representation: The linguistic and visual portrayal of Italian food on Anglophone television, films, and
social media platforms. We are pleased to announce that our two confirmed keynote speakers will be
Marco Bagli (University for Foreigners of Perugia) and Siria Guzzo (University of Salerno).

Title: 8th International Translation Symposium: “Artificial Intelligence and Audiovisual
Translation: Challenges and New Horizons”

Dates: Aprile 23-24, 2026

Place: University of Palermo

Organisers: Ester Gendusa, Alessandra Rizzo, Marianna Lya Zummo

Deadline for abstract submission: January 7, 2026. Send to: alessandra.rizzo@unipa.it;
gabriele.uzzo@unipa.it; marialuisa.pensabene@unipa.it. Further information at: https://
www.unipa.it/dipartimenti/scienzeumanistiche/.content/documenti/LLocandine/2025/
CfP_PalermoDecember25 JDC ARdocx.pdf

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has become a transformative force across domains, reshaping professional
practices, academic debates, and user experiences. Audiovisual Translation (AVT), with its multimodal
and interdisciplinary nature, stands at the forefront of this transformation. Al-driven tools such as
automatic speech recognition, machine translation, text-to-speech systems, synthetic voices and Al
dubbing, among others, are redefining how AVT is conceived, produced, and consumed, from dubbing
and subtitling to audio description (AD), subtitling for people who are d/Deaf or hard-of-hearing
(SDH), voiceover, and live subtitling.

The connection between Al and AVT is now central not only to advancing research, but also to forging
sustainable ties with the AVT industry. Cloud-based platforms, automated workflows, and Al-enhanced
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translation environments are revolutionising professional practice while reshaping student training.
Preparing the next generation of audiovisual translators requires embedding Al literacy, practical
competence, and industry collaboration into curricula to ensure a smooth transition into the professional
world.

This conference invites scholars, students, practitioners, and industry stakeholders to explore, critically
and concretely, the synergies and tensions between Al technologies and AVT. We aim to assess the state
of the art, interrogate emerging challenges, and envision the future of AVT in a world increasingly
shaped by automation and algorithmic mediation. Particular attention will be devoted to practical
applications not only in the media and entertainment industries (film, television, streaming platforms,
gaming), but also in the arts and cultural heritage sectors, such as museums, galleries, and live
performance, where Al-enhanced AVT practices are opening unprecedented avenues for accessibility
and cultural engagement. Focus will be also on the origins of the earliest chat systems within
audiovisual and cinematic products. We welcome studies and research that foreground the historical
significance of chats both as a digital tool and a writing/narrative device within audiovisual texts.

Title: “Regional Perspectives, Planetary Reach. Themes, Genres, Forms of Narration in
Contemporary Irish and Scottish Fiction”

Dates: May 28-29, 2026

Place: University of Naples L’Orientale

Organisers: Rossella Ciocca, Marta Cariello, Giuseppe De Riso, Daniela Vitolo, Luca Sarti, Gaia
Zaccaro

Deadline for abstract submission: January 10, 2026. Send to: IRSConference2026 @gmail.com.

Further information at: https://sites.google.com/view/irsconference/home-page

Since the turn of the millennium, the European Anglophone literary scene has seen a growing
prominence of Scottish and Irish fiction. This is evidenced by the numerous awards given to writers of
Scottish and Irish origin and/or residence over the last two decades. What is particularly remarkable
about this productivity is the ability of these writers to combine an interest in identities that can be
significantly characterised as local/regional or migrant, with

the ability to represent, on the global stage of the West, all the thematic and genre trends closely
connected to the most pressing current events and the urgencies of contemporaneity. Climate change
and eco-anxieties, the disintegration of democracy and civil coexistence, the culture of hate and
apocalyptic imaginings of the future, identity politics and, in particular, the question of identities and
gender relations are promptly and appropriately articulated in a stylistic-expressive variety that ranges
from particularly effective and original forms of realism to speculative and dystopian tendencies
intertwined with all possible narrative subgenres. Authors such as Ali Smith or Paul Lynch, to name just
a couple among many others, have shown the ability to renew contemporary literary canons by
combining stylistic innovation and formal experimentation with a firm grasp on contemporary reality,
problematising its observation and narration. Both from the perspective of the stories and themes they
address and from the formal perspective of linguistic and expressive research, these two literary scenes
are therefore extremely interesting and capable of intersecting critical perspectives informed by the
most recent theories in the fields of the post-humanities and metamodernism.

The Conference organisers invite scholars and researchers interested in this area and its latest trends in
fiction, poetry, drama, cinema, TV series, digital media, and critical theory to submit proposals for 20-
minute presentations.
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Title: ‘“‘Reading Between the Humorous Lines. The Hidden Message of Laughter”

Dates: September 16-18, 2026

Place: Sapienza University of Rome

Organisers: Margherita Dore, Giovanni Raffa

Deadline for abstract submission: January 31, 2026. Send to: margherita.dore@uniromal.it and
giovanni.raffa@uniromal .it.

While humour is commonly seen as a form of entertainment, its role often extends beyond mere
amusement. It can, in fact, be a powerful vehicle for social critique, raising cultural awareness, and
fostering civic engagement. However, for every instance of harmless or well-intentioned humour
(Raskin 1985; Norrick 1993; Dore 2022 here), there are cases where it acts to reinforce, disseminate,
and normalise social discrimination, including racism, sexism, ageism, ableism, and bullying, across a
wide range of settings.

Recent research in sociolinguistics has shown that people frequently use humour as a strategy to soften
verbal attacks aimed at minorities or marginalized groups. While these jokes may be framed as socially
acceptable, they can mask hostile intent and function as a covert form of hate speech (Billing 2005;
Lockyer & Pickering 2008; Weaver 2016; Ervine 2019; Tsakona 2019, 2020; Pérez 2022).

Therefore, it is vital for audiences, especially adolescents and young adults, to develop the ability to
decipher the discriminatory undertones hidden within seemingly innocent jokes and to build the critical
skills needed to challenge and analyse them. It is equally important for the direct and indirect targets of
such humour to recognise the value of actively resisting its use in both public and private settings, all
while cultivating personal resilience.

With this goal, the conference aims to critically examine real-world examples of these practices and
explore a diverse array of contexts, from education and broadcast media to social networks and
everyday interpersonal interactions (such as those between doctors and patients or employers and
employees) within which humour is employed not only as a means of entertainment, but as a tool for
direct and indirect discrimination. Contributors will offer perspectives and tools to identify and address
discriminatory humour in social, professional, and educational environments.

Title: 18th ESSE Conference. Call for Seminar Papers: “Disinformation In and Out: Qualitative
Linguistic Analyses of Digital Disinformation Texts”

Dates: August 31-September 4, 2026

Place: Santiago de Compostela, Spain

Convenors: Dominika Benes Kovacova, Massimiliano Demata, Jiii Lukl

Deadline for the submission of proposals for seminar papers: January 31, 2026. Send to:
dominika.kovacova@osu.cz, massimiliano.demata @unict.it, jiri.lukl@osu.cz

Further information at: www.esse2026.com

With the challenges and crises of recent years, digital disinformation texts (in popular — though not
always precise — usage also referred to as ‘fake news’) have become increasingly popular and seem to
have gained ground among various groups of internet users. Defined as “false information [that] is
knowingly shared to cause harm” (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017), disinformation is essentially the result
of one’s text production — shaped by the author’s intentions that manifest themselves in the text’s
intentionality (cf. Haugh & Jaszczolt, 2012) — and its spread is contingent on the readers’ perception and
further interaction with it.

While previous (primarily quantitative) studies of disinformation texts have mainly focused on
disinformation detection by identifying recurrent grammatical patterns and stylistic features (e.g.,
Grieve & Woodfield, 2023), this seminar seeks to bring together contributions that expand this research
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Conferences, journals

and underline the relevance and potential of qualitative analyses of disinformation discourse currently
on the rise (e.g., Maci et al., 2024). Acknowledging the methodological and ethical challenges this kind
of research faces, the seminar takes into account the diversity of the topics disinformation texts are
devoted to (e.g., immigration, conflicts, climate change, conspiracy theories) as well as the variety of
their discursive structures and formats (e.g., anti-establishment websites, social media posts, online
broadcasts). Given the impact disinformation texts are likely to exert both online and outside the digital
environment, the seminar also aims to emphasize that adding a critical dimension to the analysis may be
necessary in certain contexts.

Considering the above, we invite contributions exploring disinformation texts from a qualitative
linguistic perspective that address (but are not restricted to) the following areas: recurrent linguistic and
multimodal strategies; adopted argumentative strategies; linguistic differences between mainstream
news and disinformation texts (e.g., information-structural, lexical and other features); uptake and
audience reactions to disinformation texts; cross-linguistic differences between disinformation texts.

Title: “Transimperial Encounters. Networks of Cultural and Literary Exchange between India
and Europe, 1870-1947”

Journal: LEA (Lingue e Letterature d'Oriente e d’Occidente)

Editors: Ujjwal Jana, Greta Perletti

Deadline for abstract submission: June 8, 2026. Send to: Ujjwal Jana (ujana@english.du.ac.in)
and Greta Perletti (greta.perletti@unitn.it). Further information at: https://journals.fupress.net/
call-for-paper/transimperial-encounters-networks-of-cultural-and-literary-exchange-between-
india-and-europe-1870-1947/

This special issue of the journal LEA seeks to explore the transimperial intellectual, cultural, and
political exchanges between India and Europe in the colonial period, until Partition (1870-1947). While
much scholarship on empire has focused on the binary relationship between the colonizer and the
colonized, recent work in colonial and global studies has drawn attention to the complex,
multidirectional flows of ideas, people, and 